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In some instances, I am sorry to say, the freedman's mind
does not seem to be disabused of the idea that a freedman has
the right to live without care or provision for the future. The
effect of the belief in the division of lands is idleness and accu-
mulation in camps, towns, and cities. In such cases, I think,
it will be found that vice and disease will tend to the exter-
mination or great reduction of the colored race. It cannot be
expected that the opinions held by men at the South for years
can be changed in a day; and, therefore, the freedmen require
for a few years not only laws to protect them, but the fostering
care of those who will give them good counsel and on whom
they can rely.

General Schurz's investigation had been made at the
special request of the President. He had spent three
months In South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Missis-
sippi, and Louisiana. The President, when appointing
him, had said that his own policy of Reconstruction was
merely experimental and subject to change if it did not
lead to satisfactory results. Schurz says in his " Remin-
scences" 1 that when he returned to Washington from
his journey he had much difficulty in procuring an inter-
view with the President; that the latter received him
coldly and did not ask him for the results of his investi-
gation; and that when he (Schurz) said that he intended
to write a report, the President said that he need not
take that trouble on his account. Schurz was convinced
that the President wished to suppress his testimony and
he resolved that he should not do so. He accordingly
wrote the report and sent it in, with the accompanying
documents, and let his friends in the Senate know that
he had done so. On the 12th of December the Senate, on
Sumner's motion, called for the report. The President did
not respond immediately. In the mean time he had had
a conversation with General Grant whose views were for
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